


C=: 
e}- 
en 
Ja- 


te, 
la- 
ity 
are 
rid 
th- 
ble 
eir 


an- | 


and 


but 

10 
his 
ide, 
ed ; 
Mr. 
the 
such 
only 
low- 





THE 


sa aba ie MAGAZINE. 





“Vor. 1] 


FEBRUARY, 1815. 


[No. 6. 





ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 


—— R$ 


for the Columbia Magazine. 
WHAT IS MAN? 


Hear the Psalmist,—“ Thou 


chas made him a little lower than 


the angels, and hast crowned him 
with giory and honour.” In this 
‘exalted station, he would seem 
to have reference to his primeval 
state ; for magn since the fall, be- 
ing prone to sin, hath chosen 
evil vather than good. Instead 
of bearing a comparison with the 
luminaries of heaven, we find 
‘him, from early frosts, the scorch- 
ing heats of nvidday and evening 
damps, hastening to the tomb! 
The bud of infancy, the flush of 
youth and beauty, together with 
the nervated frame of vigorous 
manhood, when laid low by the 
arrow of death, alike form food 
for reptiles! Such being the end 
of the mortal part, why do we 
neglect the immortal soul? 

‘I shall here resign this great 
question to abler pens, and in- 
quire after man in the state most 
oY in the humble walks of 

The culture of the mind, is 
whet best prepares us for useful 
Vou. I. No. 6. 





members of society; therefore, 
exemplary parents, able and mor- 
al teachers, with choice compan- 
ions, will seldom fail to make us 
useful in our day and generation. 
What a subject to write upon * 
‘O, that all the pens in chtisten- 
dom were employed, to correct 
the vices of the age--Then would 
our sons act as faithful shépherds 
to the tender lambs of their trust, 
nor cease their vigilance till the 
wolves were driven from their 
dens; our daughters would stand 
forth “as polished corner stones 
of a temple,” and there would 
be no abominations in the skirts 
of our land. 

Exemplary Parents—In every 
well regulated society there is a 
head, and in every family that 
head must be the man, for with~ 
out it more or less confusion ever 
exists ; therefore his conduct be- 
fore his household, should com- 
mend him to their love and es- 
teem, while his prerogative is 
never to be questioned. It is 


now a settled axiom, that exani- 

ple effects more than precept ; 

of what importance is it then, 

that the dignified deportment of 

a father, should -insensibly com- 
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mand the obedience of his chil- 
dren, by anoble example of eve- 
ry thing that is worthy of imita- 
tion, rather than prescribe rules, 
which he, by the neglect of the 
most important duties of his sta- 
tion, refuses to sanction. He 
éannot expect them to attend the 
house of worship and of ordi- 
nances on the Lord’s day, with 
that becoming solemnity which 
speaks conviction, without him 
as their guide; nor can he re- 
quire of them to keep the day 
holy even unto the end, while he 
is occupied in the common con- 
cerns. of life. Can he expect 
that they will avoid profane 
swearing, while he is pouring 
imprecations and curses on their 
heads for not obeying his man- 
dates? Is he to expect that they 
will grow up temperate, sober 
minded, using the good things 
of this life as not abusing them, 
while he.is a glutton and a wine- 
bibber? In fine, can he with 
propriety oblige them to keep 
the holy commandments, while 
his daily conduct evinces his to- 
tal violation of them. Such, my 
readers, is too often the nurture 
of the seeds of vice, 


“ And makes this world the wilder- 
ness it is.’’ 


There is such a diversity of 
opinion on the subject of family 
government, as to make it im- 
proper for me to treat of it mi- 
nutely: I will, however, state 
generally, that no man ought to 
exercise it in a passion, for by so 
doing, he loses that ascendency 
which a more dispassionate course 
will ever secure to him. My 
Owh opinion is, that the great 
art of governing consists in judg- 
ing correctly of the temper and 


disposition of the subject to be 
governed. I believe that a judi- 
cious physician always considers 
well the habits and disposition of 
his patient, before he prescribes 
for the malady : Would you not 
#%ommend him for his prudence, 
and is there not some similarity 
in the cases ? 

I have heretofore considered 
more particularly the duty of a 
father ; but a mother’s solicitude 
and care, who can describe ? 


“ For when the mother, bending 
o'er its charms, 

“ Clashes her fair nurseling in de- 
lighted arms ; 

“ Vo voice so sweet attunes its 
cares to rest, 

“ So soft no pfiliow as its mother’s 
breast !” 


Sympathy here excited, seldom 
fails to heighten the great law of 
nature, and to procure from the 
affectionate mother, more indul- 
gencies, than are generally ex- 
pected from the father. Hence 
the mother is often the medium 
through which favours are asked, 
and could they solicit a more able 
advocate ? How vastly important 
is it then, that she, who is to sup- 
ply the little wants of tender in- 
fancy, and mould the pliant minds 
of growing youth, should indeli- 
bly stamp them with virtue, so- 
briety, charity, and all the kin- 
dred graces,—that she, whose 
daily avocations employ her in 
these requisite duties of her sta- 
tion, should possess a mind as 
competent and willing to check 
their wrong propensities, as to 
grant them reasonable indulgen- 
cies; teaching them to ask for 
succour from an ALMIGHTY ARM, 
that thus their budding years 
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should give a just test of the no- 
ble nature of their souls. To 
accomplish these vital objects, it 
is necessary there should be a 
system. No concern of life can 
be judiciously conducted without 
it. The farmer, mechanic, mer- 
chant and professional man, alike 
must systematize his plan of op- 
erations, to render them profita- 
ble to himself, and useful to com- 
munity. It is only necessary for 
a nice observer, to have a gene- 
ral acquaintance with the man- 
agement and exterior conduct of 
a family, to be énabled to forma 
correct Opinion of the success of 
the one, or the happy discipline 
of the other. 

We shall now pass to the se- 
cond head, viz. Moral Teachers. 
And here parents may be truly 
said, in most instances. to be 
criminally neglectful. Of how 
much more importance is it, that 
we should give our zealous at- 
tention to the moral characters 
and abilities of those whom we 
employ to instruct our children, 
than to be constantly occupied in 
hoarding up wealth, to be lavish- 
ed upon uncultivated minds. No 
care can be too sedulously em- 
ployed in selecting them, no 
vigilance too great in watching 
the improvements our children 
are making while under their tu- 
ition; by so doing, the man of 
erudition and worth will be stim- 
ulated to vigorous exertion, con- 
scious that his noble efforts are 
duly appreciated ; while the un- 
worthy pretender would be driv- 
en to seek an employment which 
could not retard the progress of 
literature and good morals. The 
impressions which-are made on 
youth are lasting as their ¢ime ; 
then how necessary that they 


should be such as to fit them for 
eternity. If the man of mature 
years is liable to be enticed from 
the path of moral rectitude by 
the allurements of gratification, 
how much more so are our inex- 
perienced youth, without a suita- 
ble guide and protector—“ The 
tender scion cannot bear what 
bends the lordly oak.” Nor are 
we to claim all these improve- 
ments from their instructors 
alone; the first rudiments of 
virtuous and subordinate conduct 
are to be taught by our firesides. 
I have often heard the experien- 
ced teacher say, that the child 
who had been taught obedience 
at home, required nothing but to 
have his mind duly stored with 
the fruits of his studies at school. 
I shall not attempt to point out 
the duties of teachers; let the 
good sense of community decide 
them while attending to their se- 
lections. But I shall here re- 
mark, that I know no reason why 
the manner of educating our 
daughters should materially differ 
from that of our sons. Though 
1 ain far from opposing the high- 
er accomplishments of music, 
drawing, &c. where they can be 
properly attained, yet these ought 
never to be attempted to the ex- 
clusion of the first rudiments, 
english grammar, geography and 
history. How much more es- 
teemed the lady, who can indite 
handsomely, and hold a part in 
the conversation of a genteel 
circle, than she who has neglect- 
ed these useful ornaments in pur- 
suit of a dbudbdle, which when 
touched by a question testing her 
acquirements, vanishes into no- 
thing. “ 
Lastly, choice companions. It 
is an old maxim, “ judge per- 
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sons by the company they keep.” 
Then how cautious ought we to 
be, that we do not degrade our- 
selves by associating with low 
and immoral companions; and 
nothing tends so completely to 
estrange the minds and habits of 
youth from the path of happiness 
and a life of usefulness, as bad 
associates—the mind is imper- 
ceptibly poisoned, and all the 
evils of sin are sown wide in so- 
ciety. With deference to the 
aged, respect for the middle aged, 
and solicitude for our youth, I 
would say then, if your compan- 
ions be sober-minded, given to 
truth, and practical teachers of 
the commandments of God—pos- 
sessing hearts of sympathy, and 
passions controled by reason, 
cherish their good deeds, and 
vie with them in acts of useful- 
ness; and should it be your lot 
to tread the thorny path of sor- 
row, or doomed to climb the 
craggy cliff of servitude, they 
will be ever ready to pour balm 
inte your hearts, or balsam into 
your wounds, Or should it be 
your pleasure to linger upon the 
banks of some perennial stream, 
they would pray you might be so 
invigorated by its influences, as 
to enable you to close the journey 
of life at its FoUNTAIN HEAD.— 
But if ferocious, given to intem- 
perance, lying and profanity— 
despisers of the holy ordinances 
of the Sabbath, and contemners 
of DIVINE REVELATION, avoid 
them, lest you should be pol- 
tuted by their breath; lest your 
brittle bark, gliding swiftly on 
the tide of time, unguided by 
the helm of rairn, and not bear- 
ing the anchor of Hope, should 
strand on some desert shore ' 
INDEX. 


For the Columbia Magazine. 


OBSERVATIONS ON EVANGELICAL 
CONVICTION, 


‘ Wuar profit shall we have 
if we gain the whole world, and 
lose our own souls? What shall 
aman give in exchange for his 
soul?” These interesting and 
all-important questions fell from 
his lips, who spake as never man 
spake. ‘They were dictated by 
the truest benevolence, and are 
worthy of the most deep and 
most reverend attention of every 
“ prisoner of hope.” Every thing 
that relates to the happiness and 
salvation of the soul ; every thing 
that contributes, in the hands of 
the divine spirit, to its conversion 
and preparation for heaven, is 
nothing short of infinitely im- 
portant. Among the rocks upon 
which men are constantly wreck- 
ed, self-deception is one of the 
most dangerous and “ital. There 
is scarce a rimple to point to the 
place in which it is concealed. 
We strike it unnoticed, and 
are destroyed without the power 
of resistance, and without the 
means of escape. Men whoare 
led to inquire what they must 
do to be saved, often indulge fa- 
tal errors respecting the fanda- 
mental doctrines of scripture, 
and though they are often zeal- 
ous, they do not make the least 
progress in holiness. They mis- 
take the narrow way entirely, and 
persevere in error until their 
eternal ruin-is completed. It is 
one of the successful devices of 
satan to cheat our souls of bliss, 
to deceive us in these funda- 
mental and all-important steps in 
the path of religion. 

There is scarce’ any subject 
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more: interesting: to . creatures 
hastening to eternity, than the 
one we now - propose to discuss. 
Evangelical conviction lies at the 
very foundation of personal holi- 
ness. This. precedes all other 
holy exercises. We must be 
convinced of sin, before we shall 
hate it, or desire to flee from its 
pollution and guilt. We must 
be convinced of the way of sal- 
yation through a crucified Sav- 
jour—*“ that there is salvation in 
noother’’*—‘ thatGod is inChrist 
reconciling the world unto him- 
self, not imputing unto men their 
trespasses” t—** that he of God 
is made unto us wisdom, right- 
eousness, sanctification and re- 
demption,’’} before we shall be- 
lieve on his name and trust our 
souls to him. 

By evangelical conviction, we 

mean that result of the operation 
of the Holy Spirit upon our wills 
and affections, by whici. we are 
conyinced of our need = a Say- 
jiour,. the evil of sin, the perfec- 
tions of Jehovah, and are per- 
suaded and enabled to: flee for 
refuge and yield ourselves to 
Christ Jesus the Lord, as our 
righteousness and salyation.— 
Many suppose they possess and 
enjoy such convictions, who are 
utterly deceived, and whose hopes 
are delusive, unfounded and de- 
structive. Multitudes mistake 
the very nature oi holiness, and 
their souls are ruined, while they 
fondly imagine that al] is well. 
‘There is so much counterfeit re- 
ligion in the world, that we can 
never be too cautious in our sel{- 
examination—too solicitous to 
compare our exercises with the 


* Acts tv. 12. 
t 1 Cer. 7. 50. 


+2 Cor. v. 19. 
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word of God. As deception here 
is fatal, and as clear views of the 
truth is so important to our -spir- 
itual comfort and improvement, 
we cannot be too diligent. in 
searching for wisdom, as for but 
treasure. 

Our object in this short essays 
is © Inquire how true convic- 
tion discovers itself, and-what are 
some of the proofs of its exist-’ 
ence. | 
ist. It discovers itself in the 
nature of our concern for the 
salvation of our souls. Wedo 
not, we cannot upon: this sabject 
address ourselves to the careless 


_ and secure ; they feel no concern 


for their immortal happiness, 

they are utterly indifferent to the: 
truth as it is in Jesus, as it is re~ 
corded in his word. We speak 
to those who are ready to ask 

with trembling solicitude, what 
shall I doto be saved. What 
leads you to this inquiry? Isit 
because you feel that holiness is 
infinitely desirable in itself ; that 
your soul is of immortal value ? 
Is is because you-desire to hon- 
our and glorify an infinitely per- 
fect God ¢ Do you prize his fa+ 
vour as the greatest boon? Is it 
because you hate sin; its pollu- 
tion, as well as its punishment? 
Is your concern habitual, and does 
it lead you to constant solicitude 
for salvation ? Many persons fear 
the consequences of sin, but not its 
guilt, they are willing to be saved, 
but not to be made holy.  Altho’ 
the fear of wrath perhaps always 
operates, when men first begin te 
inguire what they shall do to be 
saved; yet evangelical convic- 
tion is never confined to personal 
dangers. Nor is this conviction 
a momentary impression, it is 
habitual. Men may not be re- 
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heved, but if they are truly solic- 
itous they will never cease to 
knock, to seek, and to inquire. —~ 
Their impressions will not wear 
away. © Salvation will be the ob- 
ject .of their thoughts, and one 
who is truly convicted resolves 
never to give up the pursuit of 
religion until ke has a “ good 
hope through grace,” and is 
«transformed in the renewing 
of his mind.” They cannot be 
satisfied with other things while 
they are in doubt respecting this. 
Those who can lay aside all 
thoughts of salvatian, and devote 
themselves to other objects, and 
spend months and years with on- 
ly occastonal and sight thoughts 
of their eternal concerns, have 
never been convinced of sin, they 
have never “laid it to heart."— 
Men, who. are in earnest’ in this 
infinitely important concern, are 
deeply and habitually solicitous. 
‘The care of the soul is viewed as 
the one thing needful. All other 
things dwindic-into comparative 
insignificance. The world and 
all it can offery’ its honors, plea- 
sures and possessions, appear like 
bubbles. He, who is thus exer- 
cised, wonders that they could 
ever have occupied so much of 
his regard, and gained so much 
of his affections and desires. His 
desires now center on Christ, he 
sees great “ beauty in him that 
be should desire him”. Heis 
the chiefest among ten thousands, 
“ yea, he is altogether lovely.”— 
He now finds pleasure in the 
compaby of serious and devout 
christians ; he Jistens without fa- 
tigue to their discourse ; he loves 
to hear of the things of religion ; 
he cannot support vain end light 
conversation ; his heart is pained 


within him and he cannot choose 
but seek relief. | 

' 2d. True conviction dicovers 
itself in the carnestnese with 
which a man performs the duties 
of religion, and in the solicitude 
which he feels for the success of 
his exertions in the service of 
God, and his truth. 

Men who are alarmed as they 
contemplate the dangers of sin, 
often pray and attend to all the 
external duties of religion, and 
rest satisfied with their perform- 
ances. But their prayers are 
cold and formal. They wait up- 
on God more from habit than 


_conviction—more from fear than 


love. They are satisfied when 
they have accomplished what 
they feel is a task, and return 
with eagerness to the world.— 
Not so the man who is the sub- 
ject of true convictions. He 
wrestles with God in his closet ; 
he is not only a devout suppliant, 
but he waits and longs for an an- 
swer of peace. He not only asks 
for blessings, but he really wants 
them. His desire accompanies 
his petitions. When he prays 
for holiness of heart, for confor- 
mity to the image of his Maker, 
for humillty, faith and love, he 
sincerely desires to obtain them. 
He is grieved, and his soul is dis- 
quieted within him when he re- 
tires from his closet unheard and 
unanswered. Nothing so much 
distresses him as the conscious- 
ness that he has not had access 
te the throne, and has not held 
sweet communion with God from 
off his mercy seat. He goes to 
God humbled, under a feeling 
sense of his necessities he can- 
not be dull, his heart burns with- 
inhim. He realizes that to be 
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refused, that to faal to acquire the 
blessings which he seeks, will 
make him ofall men the most 
miserable. The realities of reli- 
gion, of the presence of God, and 
of eternal things, are impressed 
with solemnity on his mind. He 
performs the duties of religion, 
not as the end in themselves, but 
at the means ofobtainingit. All 
the saints whose histories are re- 
corded in scripture were much 
engaged, and deeply solicitous 
for the acceptance and success of 
their prayers. They mourned the 
hidings of God’s face, and they 
could give him no rest until he 
heared and answered them. 

But our EARNESTNESS is not 
the only proof which our closets 
afford of the genuineness of our 
convictions. The susyecr of 
our prayers is another test of the 
perfection of the work of grace 
inour hearts. The man, who is 
only influenced by fear, will pray 
for life, for deliverance from mis- 
ery; he endeavors to escape 
from evil, and he will feel entire- 
ly satisied if he is enabled to 
plead earnestly for these. But 
the man who is under the gen- 
uine convictions of the spirit, 
while he will often. make these 
the subject of his supplications 
will never confine either his de- 
sires, or petitions, tothem. He 
will pray for the glory of God,— 
for the spread of his truth,—for 
the souls of his fellow men. His 
heart will fow out in faith and 
love, and his affections will.em- 
brace, and many of his most ear- 
nest prayers will be devoted to 
perishing sinners. 

Again 3d. We may learn the 
nature of our convictions by no- 
ticing what influetice they possess 
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in inspiring us with desires after 
spiritual knowledge and ‘what ex- 
ertions they create for obtaining 
it. The man whois truly in e+y- 
nest about religion, is constantly 
hungering -and- thirsting after 
knowledge and ‘righteousness — 
He will therefore, constantly read 
and study, and meditate upon the 
word of God. | The:language of 
his heart will be, “ Ohhow I love 
thy holy law, it is my meditation 
all the day. Thou, through thy 
commandments hast made me 
wiser than mine enemies; for 
they are ever with me. I have 
more understanding than all my 
teachers, for thy testimonies are 
my meditation. How sweet are 
thy words unto my taste ?~ Yea, 
sweeter than honey tomy mouth. 
Thy word is a lamp unto my 
feet. The law of the Lord is 
perfect, converting the soul ; the 
testimony of the Lord is sure, 
making wise the simple. The 
statutes of the. Lord are right, re- 
joicing the heart ; the commard- 
ment of the Lord is pure, en- 
lightening the eyes.”- He who 
enjoys the influences of. the spir- 
it, rejoices in the word of God.— 
He cannot neglect to “ search it,” 
for he knows that it contains “the 
words of everlasting life.” 

We have thus far considered 
our subject as it relates to private 
duties. Yhe character of our 
convictions may also be tried up- 
on our more public attention to 
relative duties and public wor- 
ship. Do we delight in social 
devotion, the worship of the 
family and the sanctuary? Do. 
our hearts rejoice when they say 
unto us, “ Come let us go unto the 
house of the Lord.” Do we take 
sweet comfort when we walk 
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with those who goto keep holy 
day! Are we delighted with the 
prayers and praises of God? Do 
we love his preached word? Do 
we consider it as our privilege 
and happiness, as well as duty, 
to “ wait upon him according to 
his appointment !”” Are we rea- 
dy to exclaim, “ How amiable 
are thy tabernacles, O Lord of 
Hosts: my soul longeth for the 
courts of the Lord; my _ heart 


and my flesh crieth out for the 


living Ged. Blessed are they 
that dwell in thy house; they 
will still be praising thee. Selah. 
Uh Ged, thou art my God, early 
will I seek thee: my soul thirst- 
eth for thee, my flesh longeth 
for thee in a thirsty land where 
no water is; to see thy power 
and thy glory as I have seen thee 
yn the sanctuary. Because thy 
loving kindness is better than 
life, my lips shall praise thee.” 
4th. Our views of the chars 
acter of Jehovah, of the Father, 
Sen and Holy Spirit, will assist 
us to determine whether our con- 
victions are the genuine result of 
a work of grace in our souls: 
Does the character of God ap- 
pear infinitely perfect, holy, just 
and good? The ee who is 
evangelically convinced, adores 
God in all his attributes, works 
and dispensations. He loves his 
character as ir ts, and he loves 
HM mM every view in which it is 
presented. He considers every 
attribute as essential to the per- 
fection of the whole. A man 
under the influence of servile 
Sear, may culogize his goodness, 
his mercy and his long-suffering, 
because they promise immediate 
benefit to himself. He has no 
regard to the dignity, consisten- 


cy and perfection of the charac. 

ter of God, if he only may be de- 

livered from his fears. While 

he is praising his benevolence, 

he hates his justice and his truth. 

When he is represented as “ slow 

to anger and abundant in good- 

ness,” he will approve ; but he 

turns away “ heavy and displeas- 
ed” when he hears that “ God 
will by no means clear the guil- 
ty.” This is the proof that such 
a person has no true convictions. 
They ever produce the most 
heartfelt delight in all the char- 
acter of Jehovah. ill that he is, 
and all that he does, are cordially 
approved by those who have the 
knowledge of his spirit. They 
adore and reverence him, and 
veil their faces when they ap- 
proach him. They are willing 
to submit implicitly to his right- 
eous pleasure, and to say, “ Here 
am I, Lord, do with me as shali 
seem good in thy sight.” They 
make an unreserved surrender 
of themselves to God. They 
are willing in the day of hig 
power. They have no wish to 
dictate his providence or his laws. 
They consider that all their hap- 
piness consists in implicit obe- 


dience to ‘his will. They have § 


the utmost confidence in his wis- 
dom and goodness, and shout with 
angels, “Hallelujah ! for the Lord 
God omnipotent reigneth.” 
Again, What are our views of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, of his 
character, his plan of salvation, 
and our duty towards him. This 
is a subject of the deepest impor- 
tance to all who are anxious for 
their souls. Do we feel that 
there is no other name given un- 
der heaven among men whereby 
we can he saved? Do we view 
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him as thé “ Lord our righteous- 

ness ?” He who is the subject of 
divine illumination, is _ always 

brought to see his absolute need 

of Christ, and to feel his entire 

dependence upon him. He is 

our strength, our confidence, our 

att. We are justified in him, 

and every blessing of grace and 

salvation flows to us through him. 

God is “in Curist reconciling 
the world unto himself.” The 
subjects of evangelical conviction 
are led, in view of the all-suffi- 
ciency and infinite perfections of 
the Lord Jesus, to renounce all 

self-dependence and righteous- 
ness. They feel that they are 
utterly lost, * sold under sin,” and 
“guilty before God ;” and that 
their hope and salvation are the 
fruits of his merit and sacrifice. 
They therefore exclaim, “ In the 
Lord Jehovah have we strength. 
He only is my salvation.” He. is 
entirely ignorant of the “ rudi- 
ments of Christ” and of his own 
moral character, who supposes 
that he can do any thing merito- 
rious in the work of salvation in- 
dependent of the “ Lamb of God 
who taketh away the sins of the 
world.” The man who is led to 
understand and to realize the na- 
tive depravity of his heart, finds 
in it nothing that will give him a 
hope of pardon and acceptance. 

He looks without himself, and 
he would sink in utter despair if 
the gospel did not direct him to 
the fountain of the Saviour’s 
blood for purification and peace. 
To this, all. truly convicted per- 
sons flee. They go to his cross 
to be washed. Here they have 
“ right spirits renewed within 
them.” ‘ Christ is all and in 


} all.” For of him, and through 


him, end to him are all things, 
Vou. 8 No. 6. 
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to whom be glory me ever— 
Amen.” 

Reader, are these your ¥ views ? 
Ye who inquire what shal] we do 
to be saved, have ye ever been 
led to place all your confidence, 
all your hopes upon him who is. 
“ WIGHTY TO SAVE?” In our 
preceding observations, we have 
attempted to give’ you some 
marks by which you may be able 
to learn your true situation. If 
you have experienced the effectu- 
al operations of the Holy Spirit, 
you have felt, and you have acted, 
in some degree at least, as we 
have described. We conjure 
you, be honest with your con- 
sciences! Have you made reli- 
gion your great concern? Do you 
consider it of infinitely more im- 
portance than all other things ? 
Do your closets witness that you 
“ cry and groan” to be delivered 
from the pollution and guilt of 
sin? Do you wish to be holy, 
as well as to be Aafity ? Have 
you embraced Jesus the Saviour, 
and cast your burden on the Lord? 
lf so, you may hopes—not be- 
cause you deserve io inherit eter- 
nal life, bui because God is gra- 
cious, and in him is “ plenteous 
redemption, ’—not because you 
are worthy, but because: God in 
Christ can be just, and yet save 
‘‘ whosoever believeth in him.” 

Perhaps some of those who 
may read these pages, have felt 
some solicitude for their immor- 
tal welfare, and have been led to 
inquire the way to Zion, but who 
have never yet enjoyed the sav- 
ing influences of grace. Qh let 
them not return to the world, to 
carelessness and sin. Wow is 
their accepted time to repent and 
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. 
let them not quench, nor grieve 
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away the’spirit. Let them cher- 
ish every feeling of concern. 
Remember that the Spirit will 
not always strive. Never give 
up this pursuit until yon have 
foutid salvation. “Ye shalt find 
me when ye shall seck me wth all 
your hearis.”’ 

HM any who are thoughtless and 
‘unengaged in this great concern 
shall have looked upon these pa- 
ges, will they permit us to ask, 
What is their situation? You 
are without hope and without 
God. You live surrounded ‘by 
all the dangers of sin, and yet 


i have no desirés for safety. 


ou are exposed to the wrath of 
that God who is “ angry with the 
wicked every day,” and yet you 
have no fears. You are going 
down to hell, and yet you will 
not be snatched from rum. Ah! 
have you considered the end of 
your sins ?—can you support their 
certain punishment ican you 
lie down in everlasting burnings ? 
“ Turn ye, for why wili ye die ?” 
If the righteous scarcely are 
saved, © where shail the un- 
Tighteous and the ungodly ap- 
pear 3 : A. S. 


qe eee 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


oma). Gaemae 


HE BARREN FIG-TREE REVIVED. 


A pious minister, Mr. X——, 
was travelling on horseback, one 


Saturday ‘afternoon, towards a 


Jarge tewn, where there were 


many religious professors of dif- 
ferent denominations. Thinking 
it probable that he might be re- 
quested to preach on the follow- 
ing day; he employed the soli- 
tude of his journey in meditating 
ona subject for a sermon. The 
text to which his thoughts were 
directed, was the language of the 
-dresser of the vineyard, in our 
Lord’s beautiful parable of the 
barren fig-tree: “ Lord, let it 
alone for this year uleo, till I 
shail dig about it, and dung it; and 
if it bear fruit, well ; and if not, 
then, after that, thou shalt cut it 


down.” 
At rather a late hour in the 
evening, he arrived at an inn in 


the town ; and it was not known 
that he had arrived, till he ap- 
peared on the Lord’s day morn- 
ing asa hearer in a place of wor- 
ship, where he was well known 
and highly respected. The min- 
ister of the congregation, who 
was in the pulpit when Mr..X. 

entered the place, conducted the 
service. Mr. X. was struck with 
his text : it was the awful denun- 
ciation of the lord of the vine- 

yard, Tespecting the barren fig- 

tree, in the above mentioned par- 

able. “ Cut it down ; why cum- 
bereth it the ground } oe: ERC 
leading idea of his sermon, which 
he entered into with great seri- 
cusness, was, That when the pa- 
tience of God towards sinners 
has long been abused and per- 
verted, we are warranted to ex- 
pect that it will be exchanged for 
melited displeasure and wrath, ii 
not in this w or id,*yct in the next. 
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Having illustrated his subject in 
a very impressive and edifying 
manner, he drew this inference : 
That the divine procedure with 
sinners should be considered as a 
paitern for the imitation of chris- 
tian churches ; and that, although 
it was their duty to exercise great 
forbearance towards sinners, and 
to adopt every mode of expostu- 
lation, admonition, and reproof ; 
yet that, when they had withstood 
ali, and appeared incorrigible, it 
became equally their duty, how- 
ever painful the task, to cut them 
off, as. cumberers of the ground 3 
at the same time, recommending 
them to the mercy of the Lord 
ef the vineyard. 

After the service, Mr, X. was 
requested by his brother minister 
to preach in the afternoon ; and 
readily consented. The morn- 
ing sermon, though founded on 
the same parable, had not preoc- 
cupied his ground: he did not, 
therefore, deem it necessary to 
alter his plan; but considering 
the coincidence as one of those 
unforeseen events, which Provi- 
dence often overrules for good, 
he preached, as he before intend- 
ed, on the plea of the dresser of 
the vineyard. On the forbear- 
ance and long-suffering of God 
displayed towards sinners,through 
the intercession of the great Me- 
diator, he expatiated with great 
affection. In the application of 
his sermon, he was led to hint at 
the. long extended forbearance 
which the disciples of Christ, in 
imitation of such an example, 
should exercise towards those 
who have offended ; not knowing 
but that, by delaying the awful 
sentence of exclusion, they might 
be happily instrumental in lead- 
ing them at length to bring forth 
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fruits. meet for repentance.” If 
so, it would be well indeed ; and 
if\ not, the excluding sentence 
would be mere obviously and sat- 
isfactorily the requisition of duty. 
The minister of the place 
thanked his brother for the ser- 
mon, acknowledged the truth and 
excellence of the doctrine con- 
tained in it ; but expressed a fear 
that, undesignedly, it might be 
the occasion of some trouble to 
the church, He then proceeded 
to relate the circumstance which 
had directed him. to his morning 
subject: A man, who. for some 
years had been an exemplary. 
member of the. society, had now, 
for a.considerable time, been ad- 
dicted to the sin of druvkenness, 
which had been followed by the 
breach of the sabbath,. the love of 
irreligious company, the neglect 
of domestic duties, and, as a 
result of the rest, an awful 
hardness of heart, which resisted 
every. effort to. produce salutary. 
impressions. He had.been ad- 
monished repeatedly. by the min- 
ister, the deacons, and, many of 
the members ; and from.the time 
that his apostacy. had. been. dis- 
covered, he had been. suspended 
from, the Lord’s supper : but. all 
appearing to be in vain,the church 
had been summoned to meet that 
evening, for the awful purpose of 
totally “ putting away from among 
themselves that wicked person.”’ 
To prepare then for this. painful 
though necessary service, the 
morning sermon had been preach- 
ed ; and the good man expressed 
a fear, that the kind conciliating 
doctrine of the afternoon, though 
by no means in reality opposed to 
the other, might operate unsea- 
sonably on the minds. of some of 
the members, to urge a further 
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delay, which, in this case, was 
not likely to answer any valuable 
end. Mr. X. with great sinceri- 
ty, avowed his previous igno- 
rance of these circumstances ; 
stated the manner in which the 
subject of his discourse had oc- 
curred to him the preceding eve- 
ning; and added, that he had 
been confirmed in “his design to 
preach on it by the morning ser- 
mon, thinking the contrast be- 
tween the two, while both were 


' equally consistent with evangel- 


ical truth, might fender each 
more beneficial. Had he previ- 
ously known of the peculiar rea- 
son which influenced his friend’s 
choice, he should have deemed 
it a call to turn his thoughts into 
some other channel ; but as he 
did not know it, he could not but 
regard it as wisely ordered by 
Providence for some good end, 
which did not yet appear. 

In the evening,when the church 
met, the pastor soon found that 
he had not mistaken the probable 
tendency of ‘his friend’s sermon ; 
for when the sad evidences of the 
unhappy man’s apostacy, and the 
methods which had been unsuc- 
cessfully tried with him to bring 
him to repentance, had been re- 
capitulated, and the vote of ex- 
clusion was solemnly proposed, 
several of the members strongly 
urged the expedience of a little 
longer lenity ; and mentioned the 
general impression produced by 
Mr. X.’s sermon ‘in the after- 
noon: an impression the more 
to be regarded, as it could not 
be supposed that he knew any 
thing previously of the affair be- 
fore the church. After a long 
and interesting debate, some 
pleading the necessity of main- 
taining the purity of the church 


by an immediate excommunica- 
tion; others arguing, from the 
example in the parable, in favour 
of longer suspense, the latter ar- 
guments prevailed ; and the sen- 
tence passed by the majority of 
the members was, “ Let him alone 
once more. If-he bear fruit, 
well ; if not, then after that, let 
him be cut off.” A deputation 
was also appointed to acquaint the 
man with this result ; and to en- 
deavour to impress his mind with 
a sense of his guilt on the one 
hand, and of the compassion of 
God and the Redeemer on the 
other. 

The members who were com- 
Missioned on this important er- 
rand, found, when they visited 
the offender, what they little ex- 
pected. They met with a cordial 
reception ; which no others who 
had visited him from the church 
had done. On briefly relating 
their business, and declaring the 
continued forbearance ef the 
church, he received the commu- 
nication with tears; and called 
on them to join in adoring the 
wisdom and grace of that kind 
Shepherd, who has such various 
methods of bringing back his 
wandering sheep into the fold 
which they had deserted. He 
then informed them that his wife, 
a serious woman, who had main- 
tained her steadfastness, on re- 
turning from public worship in 
the morning; had, contrary to 
her expectation, found him at 
home, a heavy rain having pre- 
vented him from joining a sab- 
bath-breaking party, to which he 
had engaged himself. In her 
way home, she had been inform- 
ed by some friends, that Mr. X. 
was to preach in the afternoon. 
The unhappy man haying been 
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ye ial to his preaching in 
a and better days, she 
persuaded him, as the day con- 
tinued wet, and he could. not go 
out on his pleasure, to accompa- 
ny her to the meeting. Reluc- 
tantly he complied. The text, 
“ Let it alone this year,” &c. 
powerfully struck him. The dis- 
play of divine compassion melted 
his stony heart, showed him the 
heinousness of his guilt, and led 
him to apply for pardoning and 
sanctifying grace $o Him who is 
“ exalted on high a Prince anda 


1815.] Berkshires Columbia Miss. Society; Trustees’ Report. 





173 


Saviour, to give repentance and 
remission of sins.” 

In this frame of mind the mes- 
sengers of the church found him. 
The lenity. of christian friends, 
so like the compassion of a Sav- 
iour’s heart, completely _ over- 
came him... The impression was 
deep, and it was lasting. He 
became once more. a consistent 
professor of. the. gospel, walking 
more stedfastly and more humbly 
than ever with his God ; and.con- 
tinued to “adorn the doctrine of 
God his Saviour.” 


be 


MISSIONARY AND RELIGIOUS IN TELLIGENCE. 


mn er ee 


ANNUAL MEETING OF THE BERK- 
SHIRE AND COLUMBIA MIS- 
. SIONARY SOCIETY, 


~On Tuesday, Sept. 20th, 1814, 
the seventeenth annual mecting 
of the Missionary Society in the 
counties of Berkshire and Co- 
Jumbia and their vicinities, was 
‘holden in the city. of Hudson, 
according to appointment. A 
sermor was delivered on the oc- 
asion, and divine. service per- 
formed by the Rev. Ebenezer 
Fitch, D. D. President of Wil- 
liams College. The Rev. Mr. 
Hotchkin, President of.the So- 
ciety, having opened the meeting 
by prayer, the Constitution of the 
Society was publicly read.. Seve- 
ral persons were then received as 
members of the Society; after 
‘which, the Board of ‘Trustees 
for the last year, made their Re- 
port, as follows. 
_ The Trustees of the Mission- 





ary Society, originated in the 
counties of Berkshire and Co- 
lumbia, request the attention of 
the members and friends of the 
Society, at this anniversary meet- 
ing, to the following Report of 
their proceedings relative to the 
employment of Missionaries, and 
expenditure of monies, since 
their appointment, Sept. 2Ist, 
1813. 

On the 2 Ist of Sept. 1813, Rev. 
Cyrus Comstock was appointed 
to perform a mission of six weeks 
in the counties of Montgomery 
and Saratoga, (N. Y.) . The jour- 
nal of this mission has been re- 
ceived, by which it appears, that 
Mr. Comstock travelled 370 
miles, visited one school, admin- 
istered baptism once, preached 
25 sermons, attended 3. confer- 
ences, distributed 65 bibles, and 
established 6 charity: libraries, 
which required much time and 
labour. ys 
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Sept. 25th, 1813, Mr. Vivus 
Osborn was appointed to a mis- 
sion of six weeks to the counties 
of Onondaga and Madison, (N.Y.) 
By Mr. Osborn’s journal, it ap- 
pears, that he rode 365 miles, 
preached 40 sermons, and visited 
the sick, the afflicted, and fami- 
lies.and. schools, as he had op- 
portunity. He received $4 43 
in coniributions for the use of the 
Society. 

Rev. Jephthah Pool, appointed 
by a former Board of Trustees; 
May 8th, 1813, to perform a mis- 
sion of six weeks in the destitute 
towns In the north part of the 
county of Berkshire, completed 
his mission and delivered his 
journal Novemb. 19th, 1813; by 
which it appears, that he preach- 
ed 39 sermons, visited 116. fami- 
lies and two schools, baptised six 
children, and attended several re- 
ligious conferences. He receiv- 
ed $1.75 contributed for the use 
of the Society. 

Rev. David Harrower was ap- 
pointed to a mission of 16 weeks 
to the western parts of the State 
of New-York, by a former Board 
of Trustees,,in 1812, He made 
returns of 15 weeks service to 
that. Board. A journal of the 
remoinder of his mission has 
since been received, and evidence 
of his faithfulness and usefulness 
lias, been exhibited, greatly to the 
satisfaction of this Board. 

Rev.. Mr, Harrower was, in 
Oct. 1813, again appointed to a 
mission of 8 weeks, in the coun- 
uiesof Luzerneand Wayne,( Pen.) 
apd destiiute settlements adja- 
cent. No journal of this mission 
has yet been received. 

Oct. 18th, 1853, Rev. John B. 
Whittlesey was appointed to a 
snission of 10 weeks to the west- 


ern parts of the State of N.York. 
Only 17 days of missionary ser- 
vice have*been returned by him, 
and his reasons for discontinuing 
his. mission are satisfactory to this 
Board. 

' Rev. William Bull was appoint- 
ed, Oct. 19th, 1813, to perferm 
a mission of six weeks in the 
county of Schoharie, (N.Y.) and 
its vicinities. A journal of this 
mission has been received, by 
which it appears, that Mr. Bull 
rode 277 miles, preached 26 ser- 
mons, attended 8 conferences, 
baptised two children, adminis- 
tered the Lord’s supper once, 
visited about fifty families, pray- 
ed with and for them, and gave 
them needful instruction and ex- 
hortation.. He received $15 7T, 
in contributions, for the use of 
the Society. 

Rev. Lemuel Haynes was ap- 


pointed by a former Board of J 


Trustees, to. perform a mission 
of ten weeks on the west side of 


Lake Champlain. By his journal. 


it appears, that he delivered be- 
tween 60.and 70 public dicourses, 
administered the holy supper 
twice, visited one school, rode 
more than 650 miles, and receiv- 
ed $4 in contributions, for the 
use of the Society. 

Rev. Jephthah Pool was ap- 
pointed, Noy. 19th, 1813, to a 
mission of seven weeks in Fiori- 
da, county of Berkshire, and the 
mountain towns in Vermont. It 
appears by his journal, that he 
preached 36 times, baptised one 
adult and fourteen children, ad- 
ministered the Lord’s supper 
once, visited five schools and 115 
families, and attended several re- 
ligious conferences. He receiv- 
ed $9 in contributions. 

Dec. 8th, 1813, Rey. Cyrus 
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Comstock was appointed to per- 
form.a mission of sixteen weeks 
to the counties. of Montgomery, 
Saratoga, Warren and Essex, (N. 
Y.) His services were to com- 
mence as soon as might be con- 
yenient to him, after the first of 
April, 1814. The journal of this 
mission has been received. Mr. 
‘Comstock, on this tour, travers- 
eda-very destitute region—was 
kindly received, and found the 
language of the people to mis- 
sionaries to be, “ Come and heipf 
us.’ On this mission, Mr. Com- 
stock established. four charity li- 
braries, and inspected the six 
which he before established He 
gave to the destitute one bible, 
one psalm-book, one hundred 
bymns for children, and distri- 
buted nearly three thousand pages 
of religious. tracts.. He visited 
fourteen. schools, assisted in ors 
ganising one church, administer- 
€d the holy supper twice, baptis- 
ed fourteen children, attended 
several conferences, prayer meet- 
ings and church meetings, preach- 
ed seventy-three times, and re- 
ceived in contributions $18 16. 

_ Rev, Josiah Moulton was ap- 
pointed, April 4th, 1814, to per- 
form a mission of ten weeks in 
the western parts of the State of 
New-York. He entered on his 
mission, but, at the expiration of 
eight days discentinued it, for 
reasons which are satisfactory to 
this Board. 

Rey, Justin Parsons, appointed 
by a former Board of Trustees to 


f labour seven weeks in the towns 


ef Stockbridgeand Pittsfield, ( Vit.) 
and their vicinities, has fulfilled 
his appointment, . By his journal, 
it appears that he preached 156 
sermons, visited 400 © families 


and 10 schools. 
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» Rev.’ Stephen Tracy» was .ap- 
pointed May 26th, 1814, ‘to a 
mission of ten weeks in the moun- 
tain towns in Vermont: By Mr. 
Tracy’s journal it appears that he 
preached'61 times, visited 28 
schools, made’ 194 family. visits, 
attended 17 religious conferences, 
administered the ‘Lord’s supper 
three times, baptised three per- 
sons, and received $9 31 in con- 
tributions for the use of the Soci- 
ety: > +P a 

Rev: Ebenezer T. Leavenworth 
was appointed June 3d, 1814, to 
perform a mission of 12 weeks 
in the western parts of the state 
of New-York. Having laboured 
a few days in the service of the 


Society, his mission, for suitable 


reasons, was discontinued. 

Mr. Jonathan Sheldon was ap- 
pointed July 13th, 1814, to a mis- 
sion of ten weeks in the State of 
Ohio. | No returns of this, or the 
following appointments, ‘have 
been received—viz. 

Of the Rev. Justin Parsons, to 
the towns of Stockbridge and 
Pittsfield, (Vt.)} and ‘their vicini- 
ties, for seven weeks : — , 

Of Rev. Jephthah Pool, tothe 
mountain towns in the State of 
Vermont, for eight weeks : 

- Of Rev. Ashbel Parmele, for 
ten days missionary service yet 
due on an appointment by a for- 
mer Board of Trustees. 

All. these missionaries, who 
were appointed before the 26th 
of April, 1814, were engaged for 
$7 per week: Missionaries aps. 
pointed since that time are, by a 
vote of the Trustees, passed at 
their semi-annual meeting, to re- 
ceive $8 a week for their services. 

From this Report, it appears 
that the Trustees: have received 
returns of seyentv-nine and a 
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half weeks of missionary service, 
actually performed. Returns of 
thirty-four and: a half weeks of 
missionary service already ap- 
pointed, have not been received. 
The receipts in money, by the 
Board, for the year past, are 
$735 5. The whole amount of 
monies paid out in the same time 
for missionary purposes, is $569 
29. 

On hearing the above Report, 
the Society voted their approba- 
tion. 

Reports of the Treasurer and 
Auditor were then read and ac- 
cepted. 

The Committe appointed at the 
last meeting to consider what al- 
terations are necessary in theCon- 
stitution of the Society, .made 
their Report, which was accept- 
ed; and the Rev. Samuel Shep- 


‘ard-and Maj. Henry Brown were 


appointed a Committee to. pro- 
eure the printing of the Consti- 
tution, with the amendments 
which have been sanctioned by a 
vote of the Society. 

At this meeting, the Society 
passed the following votes. 

ist. That the Rev. David Por- 
ter, D. D. and the Rev. John 


Chester, be a committee to wait 
on the Rev. President Fitch, and 
in the name of the Society to 
thank him for his sermon deliv- 
ered before them this day, and to 
request of him a copy that it may 
be printed. , 

2d. That the thanks of this 
Society be given by their Secre- 
tary, to such Bible and Religious 
Tract Societies, as have made 
donations in Bibles and Tracts to 
this Society, the year past. 

At the last annual meeting, the 
Rev. Elisha Yale and Rev. Cyrus 
Comstock, made a communica- 
tion to this Society respecting the 
establishment of Charity Libra- 
ries in the new settlements ; up- 
on which the Society voted, That 
they highly approve of the plan 
to. establish such Libraries, and 
that they will take the charge of 
as many as may be_ proposed by 
said Yale and Comstock. . In con- 
formity to the above vote, Messrs. 
‘Yale and Comstock, at this meet- 
ing, committed to the care of the 
Society eight Clarity Libraries. 

SAMUEL SHEPARD, Sec’ry. 

f For Officers, &c. of this Socie- 
ty, see second number of this Mag- 
azine, fages 60 and 61. } 
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THE TREASURER’S REPORT. 


An account of the Receipts and Expenditures of the Berkshire and 
Volumbia Missionary Society, from the 15th September, 1813, to 


the 19th Sept. 1814. 


Tue Society, Cr: 
By balance in the Treasury, as per Auditor’s 
1813. Report, Sept. 13,1813, — $ 528 59 
Sept. 15, Received of Rev. Stephen Tracy, collected on 
a mission to Rhode-Island, 10 35 
of Rev.Cyrus Comstock, collected on a mission, 2 50 
Entranee moncy from’ 17 new members, 17 08 
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Received from the Female Charitable Society in — 
Richmond, by Mrs. Ruth Hotchkin, their 
‘Treasurer, ! 

From a person unknown, 

A donation from Dea. Eleazer Barrit, of Alford, 
Do. from a friend of missions in Middlefield, 


From the Rev. Mr. Morse’s society in Green 


Sept: 15. 


2 00 
] 


From several females in Lanesborough, towards 
the translation of the scriptures, 

From a friend of foreign missions, 

From the Rev. Mr. Hotchkin’s society in Green- 


From the Northern Associated Presbytery, on a 
sacramental occasion, at Greenville, 
From ladies in Greenville, by Mrs. Hotchkin, 
From the Rev. Mr. Clark’s society in Canaan, 
From a friend of missions in Catskill, 
From the Rev. Dr. Porter’s society in Catskill, 
From the Female Cent Society in Windham, (N.Y.) 
From a Society of young people in Catskill, 
From the Female Cent Society in Lee, per Mrs. 
Sarah ‘Ingersoll, 
From Mrs. P. Couch, for 2 Evangelical Primers, 
By annuities and arrearages received from mem- 
Dec. 4. Received from Rev. Cyrus Comstock, collected 
4 on a mission, | 
. One annual instalment of the legacy left by Benj. 
Tobey, Esq. late of Chatham, and interest 
thereon, 
From a young man, a friend of missions, by the 
hand'of the Rev. Dr. Hyde, 
Four annuities from members, 
1814. From Rev. Vivus Osborn, collected on a mission, 
Jan. 15. From Rev. William Bull, collected on a mission, 
25. From Rev. Lem’] Haynes, collected on a mission, 
Feb. 1. From Joseph Woodbridge, Esq. a donation, 
15 & 16.-Annuities and arrearages from members, 
From a friend of missions, by the hand of Rey. 
Azariah Clark, 
Aprill6. One annuity, 

A legacy from Woodbridge Little, Esq. late of 
Pittsfield, deceased, received of J. C. Wil- 
liams, Esq. executor to said testator, 

‘a3. Annuities and arrearages from a member, 
26. From a friend of missions, per hand of Hon. 
William Walker, 
A donation from the Benevolent Society 
Vox. I, No. &. 
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1814. ington, in the county of Greene, (N. Y.) by the 
April 26... hand.of Rev. Doctor Porter, $49 44 
From a female friend of missions in Stockbridge, 
by hand of J. Woodbridge, Esy. (for foreign 
missions, ) 10 00 
From two members, entrance money, 2 00 
Krom. the Female Cent Society in Stockbridge, by 
hand of Mrs. Abigail Dwight, their Treasurer, 100 00 
From Dr. Alfred. Perry, at entrance, 2 0 
From Noah Rosseter, Esq. a donation, 2 09 
28. Two annuities, 2 00 
July 25. From young men in Stockbridge, by the hand of 
, Mr. Sylvester Clark, S 00 
Aug.16. From the Female Cent Society in Windsor, by 
hand of the Rev. Gordon Dorrance, for for- 
eign missions, 34 07 
From a female friend of missions in Windsor, by 
hand of Rey. G. Dorrance, ) 2 00 
From a number of ladies in Dalton, by the hand 
of Rev. T. Punderson, 5 73 
Three annuities, 3 00 
Sept. 5. From the Female Cent Society in Richmond, 12 07 
I'rom a female friend of missions in Williams- 
town, by the hand of J. Woodbridge, Esq. 10 00 
From another female friend of missions in Wil-. 
liamstown, by the same hand, 5 06 
From the Female Charitable Society in Williams- 
town, (for foreign missions, ) 30 00 
From the same Socjety, for the use of, the Berk- 
shire and Columbia Missionary Society, 20 00 
17. From a female friend of missions in Otis, (for for- 
eign missions) by the Rev. Dr. Hyde, 5 00 
From Rev. Dr. Hyde, being the avails:of Mr. 
Chester’s sermons sold by him, 1 00 
Balance of interest for the last year, : 21° 00 
$1813 64 
=a 
1813. Tue Sociery, Dr. 
Sept.15. To paid Rev. Stephen Tracey, per Cam. order, 
for missionary services, - $28 @0 
Paid Rev. Dr. Hyde, postage of letters on mis- 
sionary business, 48 
21. Paid Rev. Cyrus Comstock, for missionary ser- 
VICCS, 56 00 
Paid Rev. Messrs.Comstock and Yale, to aid them 
in purchasing charity libraries, 20 00 


Paid for bringing bibles and tracts from Hudson, 56 


181 


Be: 


No' 


D. 


Li 
Jai 


th 


Fo 







































ER, 

44 
00 
O00 
00 


0) 
09 


il bl = 


4 O07 
2 00 
5 75 


3 00 
2 OT 


8 Ol 
48 
6 00 


10 00 





18T5. _ Columbia Moral Society. 179 


‘1813. Paid Rev. Jephthah Pool, in advance for missiofe: 


_ . ary services, ’ g 6 0a 

25. Paid Rev, Vivus Osborn, in advance for do. 20 00 
Nov. 30. Paid Heman Willard, for printing blank address- 

es, COmmissions and orders, S75 


Paid Rev.Cyrus Comstock, for missionary services, 42 00° 
Dec. Paid for the expenses of printing Rev. Mr. Ches- 
ter’s Sermon and the Reports of the Secre- 
taty and Treasurer, and the transportation of 
bibles and other books from New-York, 66 0O 
13. Paid Rev. Virus Osborn, for missionary services, 22 00: 
1814. Paid Rev. Jephthah Pool, for missionary services, 50° 00 
Jan. 15. Paid Rev. William Bull, for missionary services, 42 00 
24, Paid Jeremiah Evarts, Esq. Treasurer of the So- 
ciety for Foreign Missions, per vote of the 


Society, 


, 1286 00 


_ 25. Paid Rev. Lem’! Haynes, for missionary services, 40 00 
March ‘To my expenses in going fo Canaan and Chatham 
twice to secure the balance due on the legacy © 





of Benjamin Tobey, ‘Esq. deceased, » *3 §0 

Sept.17. Paid Rev. Justin Parsons, for missionary services, - 49 00 
Balance carried to new account, 744 35 

: ~Q1313 64 

A true account, errors excepted, Se 


SvockBRIDGE, Sefit. 19th, 1814. 


Henry Brown, Zreasurer. 


The above accounts of Henry 


Brown, Esq. Treasurer of the Berkshire and Columbia Missionary 
Society, are this day audited and settled, and are found to be weil 
vouched and correctly cast ; and the sum of seven hundred and for- 
ty-four dollars and thirty-five cents, is found to be the balance now in 
the hands of the Treasurer belonging to the Soctety, and is to be 
passed to the credit of said Society in a new account. 

JoserH WooppsrinGe, -4uditor. 


> ¢ ee 


FORMATION AND CONSTITUTION 
OF THE COLUMBIA MORAL SO- 
cIyeTyY. 


On Tuesday the 10th of Jan- 
uary last, a'great number of the 
friends of good morals, of vari- 
ous religions and political denom- 
inations, from different parts of 
the county of Columbia, met at 
the court-house in this city, for 


the purpose of forming a Moral 


Society for the suppression of 
vice. Previous notice was given 
in this Magazine, and in each of 
the papers published im this city, 
and also by circular Ictters sent 
to gentlemen residing ata dis- 
tance. The meeting was one of 
the largest and one of the most 
respectable that we have ever 
witnessed. It was gratifying be- 
yond expression, to behold men 
ef yarious religious and political 
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feelings and sentiments, unite 
cordially for the suppression of 
vice, and laying aside every feel- 
ing but the benevolent desire to 
premote the happiness of com- 
munity. ‘There were very many 
who would have attended this 
meeting, but found it impossible 
to get into the court-room, which 
was full to overflowing. A spirit 
of unanimity, of cordial good 
will, and of ardent zeal to attain 
the object in view, marked all 
the proceedings, and gave the 
best pledge of the good motives 
and final success of the Society. 
Here were seen Episcopalians, 
Dutch Reformed, Baptists, Con- 
gregationalists, Methodists and 
Presbyterians. The Rev. Mr. 
SicKLEs, of Kinderhook,was call- 
ed topreside, and the Rev. Mr. 
CLaRK, of Canaan, and J. Kit- 
TLE, Esq. of Kinderhook, were 
appointed Secretaries. The Pre- 
sident opened the meeting with 
prayer. 

' Phe Rev. Mr. Custer, of 
Hudson, from a committee ap- 
pointed for that purpose, report- 
ed a Constitution, which was read, 
discussed, and .unanimously a- 
dopted. 


CONSTITUTION. 


Article 1. The name of this associa- 
tion shall be, ** The Columbia Society 
jor the promotion of Good Morals.” 

It. Tie members of this Seciety 
shall, by their conversation and ex- 
ample, encourage all virtuous conduct, 
and jn aid of the laws of the State will 
oppose and discountenance vice gene- 
rally, and particularly the vices of 
Sabbath-breaking, intemperance, pro- 
Jane swearimg and horse-racing. ‘They 
shall use their influence for thé execu- 
tion of the laws of the State against 
vice and immoraliity—especially the 
vices above named, and for enforcing 
the Jaws made for regulating licensed 
henses and shops. 


Til. And in order more fully to cay. 
ry imto effect the objects of this So. 
ciety, it shalt be the duty of its mem. 
bers to exert their infiverice in pro. 
moting the formation of auxiliary eo. 
cieties in the towns and districts to 
which they respectively belong, to le 
connected with this Society, and to 
make report of their proceedings to 
this associatéon at its annual meeting: ; 


and the members of this Society shall © 


unite with such auxiliary Societies. 

IV. Any person of fair moral char- 
acter may become a member of this 
Society. And all persons upon their 
admission shall subscribe the Couisti- 
tution. ¢ : 

V. The officers of this Society shall 
be a President, six Viee-Presidents, 
eight Counselors, a Corresponding 
Secretary, Recording Secretary, and 
Treasurer, who together shall form an 
Executive Committee, and shall be 
chosen annuaily by baliot. 

VI. It shall be the duty of the Pre- 
sident, and in his absence of one of 
the Vice-Presidents, to preside at all 
meetings of the Society, and at the 
meetings of the Executive Commit- 
tee; and the President shall have 
power to convene the Kxecutive Com- 
mittee whenever he thinks proper ; 
and it shall be bis duty to.call.a meet- 
ing Of the Executive Committee, 
whenever he stall he thereto reqnes'- 
ed by two members of that body. 
And the President sha}l call a special 
meeting of the Society whenever re- 


guested by a majority of the said 


Committee. 

VII. The Corresponding Secretary 
shal] open and maintain corresponden- 
ces with other similar institutions, for 
the purpore of collecting facts rela- 
tive to the objecis of this Society, and 
of obtaining the results of the expe 
rience of other similar associations, 
and shall make report in writing to 
this Society at ihe annual meeting. 


VIIL The Treasurer shall take the 
charge of the monies and other pro- 
perty of the Society, and shall exhibit 
an account of his receipts and expen- 
ditures to the Society, at the annual 
meeting thereof. 


IX. The Recording Secretary stall 
keep a fair record of the procectine* 
of the Society. 
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xX. The, Executive Committee shall 
meet upon their own adjournment, and 
shall manage the concerns of the So- 
ciety durmg the intervals of its meet- 
i | arrange and exhibit to the 
Society any plans which they shall 
deem proper for the furtheranee of its 
objects—shall have power to appro- 
priate its monies and property, and 
shall make report of their doings to 
the Society at its annual meetings.— 
Seven members shall constitute a quo- 
rum. , 

XI. Twenty-one members of this 
Society shall constitute 2 quorum. . 

XIi. If any member shall, by his 
conduct, exhibit a spirit hostile to the 
expressed. views of this Society, he 
may he dismissed at any regular meet- 
ing thereof, by the votes of two thirds 
of the members present. : 

XIE. There shal be an annual meet- 
ing of the Society on the second 
Tuesday of January, at such place as 
shall be appoinied by the Society at 
the previous meeting. The annual 
and special meetings of the Society 
shall be publicly notified in each of 
the newspapers: printed in the couaty, 
during two weeks immediately pre- 
ceding the meeting. At each annual 

eting u sermon shall be delivered 
before the Society by some person 
élected for that purpose, and a con- 
tribution shall then be made for the 
benefit of the Society. 
_ XIV. This Constitution may be a- 
mended by a vote of two thirds of the 
members present at any annual meet- 
ing. 
_ The following gentlemen sign- 
ed the Constitution. 


“Jacob Sickles, Azariah Clark, 
Nicholas Kittle, Hezekiah Day- 
ton, Ezra Sampson, Sam’l. Ten 
Broeck, Henry Gaul, Joseph 
Wiitse, Henry L. Van. Dyck, 
Robert Taylor, . Leonard Ten 
Breeck, Andrew Heermance, 
feustin Bierce, Nich. Ten Broeck, 
Nicholas Aldrich, John M. Jen- 
kins, Fite Rosman, Geo, Craw- 
ford, Ezekiel Gilbert, Thomas 
Brodhead, J. G. Fr. Uhl, Sami. 
ds. Ten Broeck, John A. Staats, 
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John G. Philip, Johm Kortz, Pe- 
ter Rossman, Luke A. Morgan, 
James Leggett, Joseph Poucher, 
Christian Dederick, John M. Har- 
der, John Shier, George Hucke, 
Anthony Michael, .Michael M. 
Harder, Jacob Michael, John 
Lape, William Rowe, Edward 
Brush, Lyman Frary, Henry 
Roth, Jona. Frary, Neah Gridley, 
John Whiting, Isaiah Griffen, 
Robt. H. Van Rensselaer, James 
Van Deusen, Jacebus Van Deu- 
sen, John I’. Rossman, William 
Foster, Wiliam Johnson, ‘Thos. 
Bay, Charles Darling, William 
Showerman, Wilham Sturgess, 
John [. Waggoner, Lyman Web- 
ster, James Strong, Wm. Wil- 
son, Saml. I. Ten Broeck, Thos. 
Dolluf, Prosper Hosmer, Henry 
Krum, Matthew Beal, William 
Whiting, Ebenezer Rand, Hosea 
Beebe, George Risedorph, Dan- 
ie). Baldwin, Saniord Tracy, Jon- 
athan Inslee, Peter Snyder, Saml. 
W.. Clark, Philip P. Dedrick, 
John McClallen, Samuel White, 
John Swift, Peter Deyo, Levi 
Hubbell, Matthias Miller, Wm. 
G. Phillips, Chester Beal, John 
Morse, Alvan Somers, JohnChes- 
ter, Garret Cock, Coenrad Gaal, 
Jacobus L. Van Alen, Barent Van 
Buren, Jacob Bartel, George T. 
Snyder, John Hilton, John M’Kin- 
stry, Medad Butler, Andrew 
Whitbeck, Ab. Van Hoesen, 
Folkert Whitbeck, Henry I. Me- 
sick, William Aylsworth, Aaron 
Parsons, Thomas Holabert, An- 
thony Poucher, David Gaul, 
William Dedrick, Josepl. Horton, 
Martin Van Alstyne, James Phi- 
lip, Jacob Rosburn, Martin Har- 
der, Lueas I. Van Alen, Henry 
Mink, Henry Van Vleck, Jona. 
Bigsby, Richard I, Goes, Tobias 
Hogeboom, Abr. Vosburgh, 
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Frederick Rosman, Austin M.- 
Ten Breok, Nicholas Harder, 
Tunis Snyder, John Kittle, John 
L. Becker, Matthias Milhan, E- 
isha Murdock, Henry P. Snyder, 
Adam Waggoner, Adam Gaul, 
Abm. I. Van Vieck, John Pruyn, 
Jacobus Van Deusen, Jocl Par- 
sons, David Proseus, Nicholas 
Fellows, Richard Storm, John P. 
Fellows, Benja. Kellogg, Philip 
P. Harder, Andrew Kittle, Mat- 
thew Van Hoesen, Nicholas Wag- 
goner, William Kellogg, John 
Waggoner, Philip Dedrick. 


The Society then proceeded 
to the choice of officers, and the 


following gentlemen were elect- 
ed, viz. 


Rev. Jacop Sicxies, President. 


Gen. Sami. Tay Brosck, ) §S 
HezexiauH Dayton, Esq. % 
JonATHAN INSLEER, Esq. e 
Rev. Joun Morsk, 3 
Rev. AZARIAH CLARK, x 
Mepap Butter, Esq. > 


Rospert Tartor, Esq. 7) 
Dr. Henry L. Van Dyck, 
Rev. ALVAN SoMEns, 

Capt. Henry L.VanVLeck, 
Mr. Noss Grip.ey, 

Dea. Aaron Parsons, 

Mr. Wittiam WuiTtTInNec, 
Mr, Garret Cock, 


a 
Rey, Joun Cuxster, Cor.Sec’ry, 
Mr. Prosrer Hosmer, 7reasur. 
James Strone, Esq. Rec. Sge’ry. 


840) I8UN0D 





The Society then passed the 
following resolutions :— 


1, Resolved, That an extra 
meeting of this Society be held 
at Hudson, in the Presbyterian 
meeting-house, on the last Mon- 
day in May next, at two o’clock, 
P. M.—that the Rev. Jacob Sick- 
kes, of Kinderhook, preach a ser- 


mon on that day before the Soci- 
ety, and that the Rev. Mr. Clark, 
of Canaan, be his second. 

2. That the Rev. John Chester 
and Hezekiah Dayton, Esq. be a 
committee to cause these pro- 
ceedings to be published in both 
the papers printed in this county, 
and also in the Columbia Maga- 
zine. 

The meeting closed by prayer, 
by the Rev. Mr. Clark, of Canaan. 


We cannot fail to congratulate 
our readers upon the result of 
this meeting. We consider it as 
one of the most interesting 
events that have occurred in the 
history of religion in this county. 
It proves that its inhabitants are 
awake to their most important 
interest, and that multitudes con- 
sider “ Jerusalem their chief 
jov.” The friends of good order, 


good morals, and of pure and 


undefiled religion, have now 
united under favourable and. most 
flattering prospects. It is ascer- 
tained that public sentiment is de- 
cidedly in favour of the execu- 
tion of the wise and wholesome 
laws of this. state, for the sup- 
pression of vice and immorality. 
it is a delightful reflection, that 
amid the confusion amd acri- 
mony of party, the good sense 
and virtuous feelings of the com- 
munity may be called into vigor- 
ous exercise, unimpeded by the 
line of a sect, and unrestrained 
by the magic of a namé,—to 
unite upon a subject -where the 
animosity of contention is lost in 
the ardour of benevolence, and 
the virulence of party is sacrificed 
at the shrine of public happiness. 
If this was the only result of this 
institution, it would have a bless- 
ed effect upon society. But this 
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is not all. -This union will pro- 
duce a vigour in the execution of 


the. laws, which has long been 


lost,—it will give tone and effect 
to public. opinion,—it will pre- 
sent a formidable front to vice, 
and give new dignity and import- 
ance to the officers of justice. 
Experience has already taught, 
that similar institutions in other 


' places have had an extensive and 


beneficial influence. Those who 
have doubted the expediency of 
their formation, have in many in- 
stances been fully convinced of 
their utility when they have mark- 
ed their progtess and witnessed 
their operation. There is one 
class in community who may be 
expected to revile and oppose 
them... It is composed of those 
who hate the restraints of law, 
and of public opinion ; and who 
wish to trample upon the com- 
mands of God and man with im- 
punity, | 

To enable. this Society to carry 
its designs. inte effect, the third 
article in,'the constitution must 
be promptly attended to. Aux- 
iliary Societies. must be formed 
in the various towns and districts. 
The rules by which they will be 
governed, must be suggested, in 
a considerable degree, by the pe- 
culiar situation of the places in 
which they,are formed, With- 
out Auxiliary Societies are form- 
ed, who shall report to the coun- 
ty Society, its influence will be 
very much circumscribed, if not 
wholly destroyed. 

We had intended in this arti- 
cle to have attempted a full ex- 
planation of the objects which 
this Society contemplates. One 


of our kind correspondents has 
very obligingly sent us the able 
plece below, which while it re- 
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lieves our labours, treats the sub- 
ject in a very satisfactory man- 
ner. 





THE MORAL SOCIETY OF COLUM- 
BIA counry! 


Wnruart is its object ? How is 
this to be effected? And what 
probable good will result from it? 
These questions, interesting to 
the public mind, have grown out 
of the late proceedings of a coun- 
ty meeting, held at Hudson on 
Tuesday the 10th day of January, 
1815. A public transaction of 
this nature, cannot fail to awaken 
a degree of curiosity. This may 
be partly satisfied by a very con- 
-cise answer to the questions sta- 
ted above. 

1. As to the object of this so- 
ciety :—It is to turn the attention 
of the public to some of those 
vices which are prostrating all 
-laws, and endangering the dear- 
est interests of men; and at the 
same time, if possible, to effect 
a reformation. A deep concern 
for the welfare of the rising gen- 
eration is spreading through the 
country. All men of correct 
sentiments, and the lovers of 
virtue of every name, have im- 
bibed these feelings—have groan- 
ed in anxious silence, and longed 
to see some standard lifted against 
these evils. Until lately, how- 
ever desirable, the thing has 
seemed impossible. But, as men 
in general act more from habit 
than reflection, it has been pre- 
sumed that if they can be led to 
refiect, habits of vice may be in 
some good degree controlled. 
Not only all law, human and di- 
vine, but the conscience of every 
man.is armed against vice, And 

such are the charms of virtue, 
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that she stands ‘recommended to 
all, even to the most vicious. At 
no time is the state of society so 
bad, but that far the greatest 
weight of worth and influence 
will be found on her side. And 
when this influence is concen- 
trated and properly directed, she 
is sure to find-support. To col- 
lect and give scope to this influ- 
ence, we conceive to be the sole 
object of the Moral Society. 

2. The next question is, How 
as this to be effected? In one 
word, it is to be effected by union. 


“Experience testifies that insolated 


individuals, be their motives nev- 
erso pure and their weight of 
«character never so great, cannot 
-act with success against the en- 
croachments of vice. Owing to 
this circumstatice, ail former at- 
tempts to bring about a reforma- 
tion have proved ineffectual. 
The great abject of the county 
Socicty is, to form a bond of un- 
ion—to concentrate its energies, 
and to erect acitadel, from which 
extended observations may be 
made. By the constitution of 
this Society, its members are 
beund to use their influence to 


discountenance vice generally, in 


particular certain kinds of vice 
therein specified, and to make all 
persuasive exertions to have aux- 
iliary societies established in the 
several towns and districts in the 
county. These societies, by col- 
tecting the lovers of virtue of ey- 
ery name, will present a bold 
front to the growing licentious- 
mess of the day. Ifa man has 
virtue enough to unite with such 
® society, it is taken for granted 
that such a man will be virtuous 
enough not to violate its rules. 
This being admitted, it is calcu- 
lated that a reformation may be 


effected i: its own members, 
Members of such a society will, 
at least, be more watchful over 
their own deportment. Every 
man also has some degree of in- 
uence over the moral conduct 
of others. The proof of this 
may be found in inticements to 
vice. Turn this about, and bring 


‘it to bear on the object now con- 


templated, and’ certainly some 
good may be done by a proper 
direction of this influence. “Man 
is a reasonable being, has an in- 
stinctive sense of right and wrong, 
and is capable of feeling and 
yielding to the power of argu- 
ments. Few are so shockingly 
‘depraved, and inflexibly bent up- 
on open wickednéss, as to resist 
every consideration of friendship 
and interest. And when a ftiend 
interferes, with the strongest tes- 
timonials and assurances of lové, 
-he must, in nineteen cases out of 
twenty, be successful. Such are 
the weapons in general to be used 
by the Moral Society, which like 
those of the Gospel, are “ ad- 
dressed to every man’s conscience 
in the sight of God.” But if men 
cannot be reasoned with—if such 
mild and friendly efferts cannot 
restrain them—the members of 
‘these societies are pledged to 
expose them to the penalties of 


_ law. No process of this kind, | 


however, is to be commenced, 
until every milder measure hgs 
been patiently tried, “and com- 
pletely exhausted. Nor will any 
be taken unawares, or without dn 
opportunity to know their duty. 
It is contemplated to spread the 
laws before the public in such a 
way, that every one may know 
them ; and when this is once 
done, it is presumed that they 
will command respect. 
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The third and last question 
here to be answered, is this— 
What probable benefit will result 
from such a Society? By giving 
efficacy to the restraints of law, 
it will strengthen the hands of 
magistrates, and save them from 
the necessity of perjury in their 
oath of office. Through fear of 
giving offence, they now let the 
laws sleep, satisfied that in a 
faithful execution of their solemn 
trust they cannot be supported. 
This embarrassment will be done 
away, by the unfailing and united 
support of the Moral Society. 
And if its members are faith- 
ful in setting good examples, and 
in using those. friendly, concili- 
ating and persuasive measures 
which its constitution contem- 
plates, the legal alternative will 
seldom need to be resorted to. 
Parents and heads of families 
will have a vast advantage in re- 
straining those who are intrusted 
to their care. Character, that 
dearest earthly interest of man, 
will thus be protected, and thou- 
sands who are now settling down 
into incurable habits of licentious- 
ness, will by these means be re- 
claimed. Many are now gone 
beyond all hope of recovery. 
These no arm aside from omni- 
potence can save. But such des- 
perate cases can be tested only 
by experiments =: means must yet 
be used, and the event left to 
God. But if any are reclaimed 
by means of these Societies, an 
infinite benefit will grow out of 
them ; and every individual thus 
réscued from destruction, will be 
& monument raised up by Provi- 
dence to testify to their utility. 
As many as are diverted from 
courses of vice, will, by the same 
means, be guided into those of 
virtue. While many are rescues 
Vou J. No. &. 
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from the devouring vortex of li- 

centiousness, a salutary barrier 

will be erected around the rising 

generation, Children will be 

better educated, and less exposed 

by bad examples before them. 

Communities will assume a new 

and more respectable character 

the means of grace will be better 
attended to; the churches will 
be built up, and thousands yet 
unborn will bless God for the dis- 
interested, self-denying efforts of 
these Societics. But notwith- 
standing all these vast advanta- 
ges, which, in the use of proper 
means, we may confidently hope 
for, still these associations will 
have to contend with the most 
formidable opposition. Prejudice, 
ignorance and vice, will all unite 
to counteract their efforts. The 
two last of these will be by far the 
most easilyovercome. Ignorance 
will dissipate at the approach of 
correct information ; and vice it- 
self will yield to arguments, or 
submit to the restraints of law. 
But prejudice cannot be reasoned 
with, nor can any thing control 
its stubborn dominion. Inlisting 
licentiousness, slander and de- 
traction on its side, it wili seek 
to prostrate all before it. May 
both the writer and the reader of 
these remarks be kept from its 
influence! The object contem- 
plated by this institution, is one 
in which all good men may with 
cordiality unite ; and certain it is, 
that this object cannot be in any 
good degree answered without 
such a union. Every one who 
reforms himself, and joins in this 
attempt to effect a reformation in 
others, will have not only the 
comfort of doing good in the 
world, but a rich dividend in “ the 
blessings of many souls new rea- 
dy to perish.” 

7, 
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LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


The following. account of the last 
meeting of this venerable soctety 
is taken from the /issionary 
Chronicle of June tast. 


‘Thetwentieth general meeting 
of the Missionary Society, held 
in London on the 11th, 12th, and 
13th days of May, 1814. 

We have once mote the pleas- 
ure of presenting to our readers 
an account of the proceedings of 
the . Missionary Society at their 
annual meeting, aud we rejoice 
to state that the same fervor of 
holy zeal which animated that 
great body on former occasions, 
appears to burn with undiminish- 
cd force, or rather to increase. 

Surry Chapel. 

‘The annual services commen- 
ced, as usual, at Surry Chapel, 
which was crowded early, and to 
excess. The prayers were read 
by the Rev. Rowland Hill. Af- 
ter which, previous to the ser- 
mon, the Rev. Nicholas Sloane, 
ef Torneck, North Britain, of- 
fered extemporary prayer in the 
pulpit. 

The Rev. C. F. A. Steinkopff, 
minister of the German Luthe- 
ran Church in the Savoy, London, 
preached on those appropriate 
words inthe 13th chapter of St. 
Matthew’s Gospel, verse 38th,— 
‘The Field is the World.” This 
gave him occasion to describe the 
field of missionary labours. He 
directed the attention of his hear- 
ers—!, To its extent—2. Fo its 
eed of cultivation—3. To the 
means necessary for its improve- 
ment, and—4. To the difficulties 
which this undertaking presents, 
as well as to its final success. 
Under the third head, relative to 
the means fiecessary to the im- 
provement of this Vast field, he 


specified—The dissernination of 
the Scriptures to the utmost pos- 
sible extent—T he sending of Mis- 
sionaries to preach the Gospel in 
every part of the world—The in- 
crease of Missionary Societies, in 
number, activity, and harmonious 
co-operation—T he establishment 
of schools in every heathen town 
and villaze—The offering up of 
prayer with tenfold fervor, from 
every Christian country, every 
Christian church, every Christian 
heart; and finally, moze abun- 
dant contributions than ever must 
flow in from every quarter. 

The Rev. John Campbell, who 
visited the several missionary 
stations in South Africa, who had 
been nearly two years absent, but 
happily retarned on the preceding, 
Saturday, was requested by the 
Directors to gratify the audience 
with a short account of his jour- 
uies, Universal joy pervaded the 
congregation; and every. one 
heard with delight his account of 
several remarkable interpositions 
of Providence in his: favour, in 
seasons of imminent. danger. 
Multitudes of hearts were lifted 
up to God with gratitude forall 
the kindness he had shewn+to his 
dear servant in his voyages:and 
travels. Buta full account of his 
proceedings was reserved for a 
future opportunity. . , 

The Rev. Mr. Gri‘fin, of Port- 
sea, was the mouth of the great 
cohgregatien in presenting their 
tribute of heart-felt praise to God, 
in the concluding praye>. 

Tabernacle. 

This large house of worship 
was filled at an earlier hour than 
usual, and to a degree which we 
think we never witnessed before. 
It was with extreme difficulty 
that the ministers could reach the 
pulpit. The Rey. George Town- 
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. send, of Ramsgate, prayed be- 


fore sermon ; the Rev. T. Raf- 
ftes, of Liverpool, preached from 
Acts Xix. 23——37. ‘¢ And the same 
time ore arose no small stir about 
that way.’ 

To prevent the total disap- 
pointment of a great number of 
persons who could not obtain ad- 
mission, the Rev. W. Cooper, of 
Dublin, preached in the yard be- 
fore the Tabernacle, on Isaiah 
xix. 22. * Look unto me and be ye 
saved, all the ends of the earth ; 


for IT am God, and there is none 


elge.” The Rev. Mr. Ray, of Sud- 
bury, prayed before the sermon ; 
singing was omitted, lest the con- 


f gregation within the walls should 


be disturbed.’ A collection was 
thea ‘made, which shewed that 
the audience was well pleased 
with what they had heard, and 
were unwilling’ that the funds of 
the Society should lose any thing 
by their want of accommodation. 
Thirty-two pounds were collected 
out of doors, 
Meeting for Business. 

~The annual meetings of the 
Society for the transaction of bu- 
siness have, for several years 
past, been held inthe Rev. Mr. 
Jones’s Chapel, in Silver-Street, 
which, though very spaaious, has 
latterly proved insufficient for the 
purpose. There was also reason 
to expect on this occasion a lar- 
ger assembly than ever. Mr. 
Hill; with bis accustomed kind- 
ness to the Sociciy, readily grant- 
ed the use of Surry Chapel, on 
Thursday morning. <A _ great 
congregation thronged the place 
long before the appoigted hour, 
and notwithstanding a very nume- 
rous meeting of the Tract Socie- 
ty, at the City of London Tavern, 
which did not break up till about 
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form was placed before the pul- 
pit, from which the speakers 
could be readily heard. 

William Shrubsole, Esq. who 
was called to the chair, congratu- 
lated the Society on the auspi- 
cious circumstances in which 
they were then met, on the over- 
throw of tyranny in Europe, and 
the prospect of universal peace, 
which tended so much to facili- 
tate the operations of the Socie- 
ty ; and on the seasonable returmy 
of our ésteemed brother, Mr. 
Campbell. The Rev. Dr. Ro- 
meyn, of New-York, commenc- 
ed the service by prayer to God 
for his presence and blessing. 
After which, the Rev. Mr. Platt 
read the Plan of the Society as 
formed at its commencement in 
1795, together with that /unda- 
mental Principle of the Society, 
agreed upon at the first anniver- 
sary, declarative of its liberal and 
comprehensive spirit, which, de- 
clining all distinctive names of 
sect, and party, embraces Chris- 
tians of various denominations. 

Fhe annual Report of the Di- 
rectors was next read by Mr. 
Burder, omitting, however, that 
part of it which related to Africa, 
as Mr. Campbell was expected to 
give a further account of the 
state of the missions than had 
previously been received. After 
that part of the Report which re- 
lated to the Lascars had been 
read, the Secretary made a pause, 
to give the congregation an op- 
portunity of hearing them read 
the Scriptures and sing the prals- 
es of God in their own language. 
One of the teachers prayed in 
the Bengalee tongue. 

After the remaining part of the 
Report was read, Mr. Campbell 
gave a very full and interesting, 
as well as entertaining account of 
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his journies in Africa, interspers- 
ing many particulars, anecdotes, 
and remarks which had not pre- 
viously appeared in the public 
prints. It is impossible to ex- 
press the delightful feelings of 
the great assembly on that occa- 
sion. Wonder, joy, love and 
thankfulness, were alternately 
excited, and every heart was 
drawn forth in lively desires to 
promote the Saviour’s reign 
throughout the world. 

The Rev. Mr. Bogue rose to 
move the acceptance of the Re- 
port. He remarked the great 
increase of the annual meetings 
for business, from small begin- 
nings, when the Society used to 
meet at Haberdasher’s Hall, to 
the number of a hundred or two, 
and now the largest places were 
insufficient for their accommoda- 
tion. He referred to some of the 
first friends of the Society, par- 
ticularly to the Rev. John Eyre, 
and to several of the missiona- 
ries, Cran, Desgranges, Brain, 
Thompson, and others, who have 
passed into eternity ; but how ma- 
ny young men, and ministers, 
had come forward to fill up the 
ranks! He congratulated the So- 
ciety on the success of their ef- 
forts in various places, and espe- 
cially on Mr. Morrison’s having, 
by the good hand of God upon 
him, completed the translation of 
the whole of the New Testament 
into the language of China,—a 
language understood also in other 
populous countries around it,—a 
language which perhaps might 
be réad by nearly half the inhab- 
itants of the earth. This he con- 
sidered as a work of unspeakable 
importance, and expressed a hope 
that the Britishand Foreign Bitle 
Society would vote the printing 
ef 20,009 copies of it, for the use 


of thatimmense population. He. 
could not fail to advert to the state 
of France as a field of future la- 
bors, and especially to the French 
prisoners, several ef whom ap- 
peared to have received the word | 
of God, preached to them by the 
Missionary Students and others, 
and several of them seem to have 
become real Christians. He de- 
scribed a delightful scene which 
he witnessed on board one of the 
prison ships, where Mr. Perrot, 
accompanied by himself and oth- 


ers, administered the Lord’s Sup-_ 


per. Several have a strong desire 
to become missionaries to the 
heathen. Great numbers of the 
prisoners had returned to their 
own country with the Bible and 
good books, which would be dis- 
tributed through France. Mr. 
Bogue considered this as the. 
most delightful of all the anniver- 
saries he had witnessed from the 


beginning, and hoped the impres-. 


sion would not be transient, but 


productive of much good to the. 


persons present, and to the cause 
of God. 

Mr. J. Clapham, of Leeds, se- 
conded the motion, and express- 
ed his wish that the Report they 
had heard, might be very exten- 
sively diffused through Yorkshire, 
and all other parts of the United 
Kingdom, being persuaded that 
the information would gladden 
every heart, and essentially pro- 
mote the interests of the Society. 

The thanks of the Society wee 
then voted to the Rev.JohnCamp- 
bell, for the very important sets 
vices he had performed to the 
Missionary Society, by his visit 
to South Africa. The motion 
was made by the Rev. Alexander 
Waugh. ina yery neat and ele- 
gant speech, and seconded by the 
Rey. Rewland Hill, ina truly 
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pious and affecting manner. It 
is needless to say that the resolu-. 
tion passed not only unanimously, 
put with a codiality of Christian 
love and gratitude, which no 
words can express. 
- To save time, votes of thanks 
to the Treasurer, Joseph Hard- 
castle, Esq. to the Secretary, the 
Rev. G. Burder, and to the Jate 
Directors, for their several ser- 
vices, were moved together, and 
passed with the usual unanimity. 
The, motion was made by the. 
Rev. Mr. Paterson, and seconded 
by the Rev. Mr. Pinkerton, whose 
appearance on this occasion, afier 
the long and hazardous journies 
they have taken in behalf of the 
cause of Christ, afforded great 
additional pleasure to the assem- 
bly. The services they have 
been enabled to render to the in- 
terests of Christianity in Den- 
mark, Sweden, Norway, Russia, 
kc. by promoting Bible Societies, 
and, Tract Societies, &c. &c. in so 
countries on the continent, 
rendered their presence and 
speeches truly gratifying. 

The names of the new Direct- 
ors proposed were then read by 
the Rey. Mr. Tracy, and their 
acceptance. moved. by the Rev. 
Mr. Griffin, and seconded by Mr. 
Steven. 

The thanks of the Society to 
those ministers and other friends 
who have made public collections 
or otherwise contributed to the 
funds of the Society during the 
last year, were moved by William 
Alers, Esq. and seconded by Ben- 
jamin Neale, Esq. The latter 
gentleman took occasion solemn- 
ly to pledge himself and his young 
friends to the Society, that they 


‘were determined, by the grace 


of God, never to desert the good 
cause, but to employ their utmost 
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energies in its support, when the 
fathers of the institutionshould 
sleep in the grave. Old and young. 
were deeply affected. Mr. Bogue 
rose, and requested. that if the 
young people of both, sexes then, 
present concurred in the pious 
resolution just stated byMr.Neale, 


»they would hold up their hands. 


The hands of multitudes of young 
people were instantly elevated, 
and tears of joy filled the eyes of 
the elder friends of the. Institu- 
tion ; who rejoiced in hepe that 
when they shall be removed from 
the stage of action, many others 
will rise up in their stead to pro- 
mote with their whole hearts the 
same glorious cause. May they 
never forget the solemn engage- 
ment. High heaven has witness- 
ed their vow ; they have lifted up 
their hands to the Lord, and they 
cannot, must not, go back. Let 
this page remind them in years 
to come, that the vows. of the 
Lord are upon them. 

Thanks to the several Auxilia- 
ry Societies which have been 
formed in various parts of Eng- 
land, Scotland, and Ireland, in aid 
of the funds of the Society, were 
then moved by the Rev. Matthew 
Wilks, with his usual energy of 
sentiment and language, and se¢ 
conded by the Rev. Mr. Jones, 
who in a very handsome manner 
stated his joy in the insufficiency 
of his own chapel, to contain the 
augmented number of its friends 
cn this occasion, and his readi- 
ness, on that score alone, to re- 
linquish the pleasure and honour 
he had derived fromthe former 
meetings of the Society at Silver- 
street. 

A short hymn of praise to God 
concluded the services of Thurs- 
day Morning. It was a meeting 

that will not seon be fergotten., 
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The vast assembly departed with 
emotions of joy and gratitude, re- 
gretting that they were obliged 
to separate, and could not prolong 
the delightful engagements of the 
day. It seems desirable that 
measures may hereafter be taken 
to secure more time for this 


branch of the anniversary services, ledge of the glory of the Lord, as 


which through the multiplicity of 
meetings, is new crowded into a 
space too narrow. It may perhaps 
be necessary also to admit by tick- 
ets, into some parts at least of all 
the places of meeting, that the 
contributors to the institution 
may be able to secure seats, of 


which hitherto many have been. 


painfully deprived. 
Tottenham Court Chafiel. 

This place also was early filled. 
The prayers of the Church were 
read by the Rev. Mr.Geary. The 
Rev. Mr. Tyreman, of the Isle of 
Wight, prayed in the pulpit, and 
the Rev. David M’Indoe, of New- 
castle-upon-Tyne, preached on 
those words in Isaiah xl. 5. ‘And 
the glory of the Lord shall be re- 
vealed, and @ll flesh shall see it 
together ; for the mouth, of the 
Lord hath spoken it,’ 
St, Leonard’s Church, Shoreditch. 

A great congregation assem- 
bled in this spacious church, not- 
withstanding the morning was 
very rainy. Prayers were read 
by the. Rev. Mr. Crosby, and a 
sermon preached by the Rev. Wil- 
liam Gurney, Vicar of St. Cle- 
ment Danes, London. This ser- 
vice was kindly undertaken ata 
very short notice, In consequence 
of the illness of the Rev. Mr. 
Whish, of Bristol, who was en- 
gaged to preach. That gentle- 
man who had been in Devonshire 
on account of his health, and was 
travelling towards -London, was 
taken so Hi at Exeter, that he 


could not proceed on his journey, 
of which he informed Mr. G. re- 
j pet that he or some other 
clergyman would perform the ex- 
pected services in his stead. Mr. 
Gurney complied, and preached 
on Habakkuk ii. 14. * For the 
earth shall be filled with the know- 


the waters cover the sea.” 
Sion Chaftel. ’ 

An adjourned meeting of the 
Society was held at Sion Chapel 
in the afternoon, the Rev. John 
Hilliard in the chair; when the 
thanks of the Society were voted’ 
to the Rev. Mr. Gurney, for the 
readiness with whieh he consent- 
ed to preach, at a very short no- 
tice, at Shoreditch Church.— 
Thanks were also voted to the 
Rev. Messrs. Steinkopff, Rafffes, 


und M’indoe, for their excellent 


sermons, and that all the said gen- 
tlemen be requested to furnish 


the Society with copies for publi-; 


cation. | 
Sacramental Services. 

The delightful engagements 
of the Missionary Anniversary 
terminated as usual in the cele- 
bration of that ordinance mm which 
Christ exhibits his dying love to 
his people, and they shew forth 
their attachment to him and their 
affection to each other: ~ Mr: 


Bogue presided ; Mr. Hillyard ; 


prayed ; Mr. Cooper, of Dublin, 
gave the introductory address; 
Mr. Bogue gave thanks for the 


bread and wine, &c.; Mr. Gard- 


ner, of Barnstable, Mr. Cockin, 
of Halifax, and Mr. Wilks, gave 
exhortations ; Mr. J. Hyatt con- 
cluded with prayer, It was a 
solemn and delightful meeting. 
The Lord’s Supper was admin- 
istered at the same hour in Or- 
ange-street Chapel, for the ac- 


commedation of those whe reside F 
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se ee 
in the western part of the metrop- who had travelled thousands of 
Yy B olis. ‘This place was well filled, miles to promote the cause of 
Fe- @ but not so crowded as to be ren- Christ, gave a new and additional 
her Hi dered uncomfortable. The Rev. interest to the whole. We can 
“X- @ Rowland Hill presided. Inter- only say,.our.delight was inex- 
Mr. Bf esting addresses were délivered pressibly great ; and the perswa- 
hed during and after the administra- sion that God approves of our en- 
the TM tion, by the Rev. Messrs. Roby, deayours, that he has abundantly 
‘w- Bruce, Cobbin, and Dr. Collyer; succeeded them already, and that 
» % Mand prayers offered by the Rey. we. shall see. still greater things 
Messrs.G.Townsend & Slatterie. than these, fills our hearts with 
We have so often intimated, joy and thankfulness, He who 
the Bvhen recording the Missionary opens, and no nian shuts, has 
apel Hf Anniversaries, that the last meet- epened new and wide doors for 
ohn Bing was the best, that we feelata the diffusion of his Gospel ; he has 
‘the Biioss how to express our opinion raised up a proportionable num- 
oted Bi of this meeting. We believe ber of instruments for the work ; 
> the Bi none will say it wasinferior to any and he has replenished the funds 
sent: of the fommer. The attendance of the Society to support them : 
i no- B was, at least, as great, and at What more can be desired! Let 
h.— Bsomie places greater. The love us go forward in the name of the 
) ‘the Band zeal displayed on the occa- Lord, earnestly praying that the 
fifes, Bsion were not apparently dimin- power of the Haly Spirit may ac- 
lent ished. We have heard, that in company his word; and let us 
§€n- Bthe judgment of many ministers, say with holy gratitude, ‘Zhe Lord 
rnish Bthere was a sensible improvement of Hosts is with us, the God of 
ubli-Bin most parts of the services; Jacod is our refuge.” 
and the presence of our brethren 
nents ; ee 
‘we LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 
which . ~~ 
ove to He has lo distinguished for his 
forth®. . a. FUMAGA TION. Listorsbah stone tebess ma pethaps no 
‘their {| Lately published in New-York, A other individual in this country could 
yy Beollection of American Epitaphs and have furnished a work of the kind so 
Ayscriptions, with occasional Notes. judiciously selected and arranged 
Hyard By the Rev. Timotuy Atpgn, A.M. throughout. While he has preserved 
ublin, honorary member of the Massachu- epitaphs and inscriptions of the most 
lress ; Metts and New- York Historieal Socie- interesting character, he has enriched 
or the ee member of the American Agti- almost every page with pertinent and 
Gard: Baten Society, etc.—In one pentade, excellent notes. Those who know the 
——,. get five volumes. This isa movel and character of Mr. Alden, his superior 
ockin, ost interesting publication. It con- talents, his literary taste, and indus- 
y Mave Meas information peculiatly import. trious habits, will feel that all recomr 
t con- at in the history of our country, mendation of his work is unnecessary. 
was 2 2 is preserved inno other vo'. We take the liberty, however, of re- 
ting. Imes. It must have required iucredi- commending it to those who have not 
4.2. * labour to collect and arrange the seen it, as containing much interesting 
dmin- various artic'es, which are exhibited and rare religious biography, and va'- 
in Or- [Ba a perspicuous and able manner. uableiniormation of every description 
he ac- Ber. Alden has made the public his upon the varions articles which are 
reside e°Dtor te no inconsiderabie amount. mentioned im the work.. 
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WORKS PROPOSED. 

Dr. Partie Miztzpouer, of New- 
York, is about to publish a volume 
of Sermons on some of the important 
truths of Christianity. 

Proposals have been issued tor pub- 
lishing by subseription a number of 
Sermons, by Dr. McLxop, of New- 
York. We understand that this work 
will soon be im market. 

Eastsurn, Krux & Co. New-York, 
propose to publish by subscription, 
Synonyma Anglica, or a Dictionary 
of English Synonymes. By A. G. 
W artner, E:qg. A. M.—-Such a work 
is a desideratum in English literature. 
From the talents and industry of Mr. 
Whitney, a work may be expected 
which will be useful to every lover of 
philology and criticism. The werk 
will be extremely useful te all who 
wish to use the language with proprie- 
ty. We hope this work will be pos- 
sessed and extensively patronized by 
the clergy. Every family ought to 
own it. We believe there are very 
few who have a desire to discriminate 
in the choice of words, who have not 
felt the want of such a work. Mr.W. 
has devoted himself to the work, and 
we have no doubt wii! furnish a Dic- 
tionary honourable to himself and his 
country. Subjoined to the propesals 
is a letter from Dr. Norrto Mr. W. 
approving his plan and recommending 
him tothe public. We helieve an ef- 
fort so honourab’e will not fai! for 
want of patronage. For the credit of 
our literary character, we hope that 
Mr. W. will. be eneonraged to perse- 
vere in labours so worthy of a scholar, 
so u:efal to the public. 


=== 


POETRY. 


Fhe following lines are from the pen 
ef the lateamiable and much regretted 
Rev. Mr, Jenxs, pastor of the Baptist 
church in this city. We pub'ish itfor 
the gratification of our readers gene- 
rally, and particularly the friends and 
parishioners of Mr. Junxs, who cher- 
ash the memory of his amiable chalac- 
ter, his able ministry, and great worth, 
with the most respec: ‘tal ailection. 


RELIGION. 


Religion, oh the glorious theme, 
It iifts my soul on hizh; 


Breaks thro’ the shades of sin & death, 
And brings a Saviour nigh. 


‘Think, oh my soul, how ceraphs sing, 


Tn yonder fields of light : 


Fain would I soar aloft and reach 


ewThis everlasting height. 


Dear Saviour, teach my wand’ring feet 
To walk this heavenly road ; 


Swift bear me from these nether plains, 


To see thy bright abode. 


Religion, oh the heavenly theme, 
Tis light, tis love, ’tis peace ; 

Worlds shall dissolve and empiies fall, 
But this shall never cease. 


And now, what tribute shall I bring 
To prove my love to God ? 

Pil speak the honours of my King, 
And sound his name abroad. 


—=— 
To Correspondents and Patrons. 


The proceedings of the Greene and 
Delaware Moral Society, were received 
‘+00 late for this number. The whole 
matter was arranged, and most of it 
in type, before it came to hand. Our 
pages have been delayed for threenum- 
bers im succession for this piece, which 
has been promised more than 3 months. 
It shall appear im our rext. 

We have been favored with a'copy 
of the Sermon which was delivered in 
this city on the evening of the day in 
which the. Columbia Moral Society 
was formed, by the Rev. A. Crark, 
of Canaan. We intend io present this 
excellent setmon to our Teaders the 
next month. » 

Our friend W. s. will acce it our 
thanks for his kindness in sending us 
Dr. Waterland’s explanation of Rom. 
ix. 8. Weshall comply with his wishes. 
_ A letter from C. C. is received, and 
shall be attended to. ' 

The Address sent us by a Constant 
READER, is uncer consideration. 

We have received seme pieces of po- 
etry, which we shall notice as fast as 
po 

This number completes the first half 
year since the work commenced. We 
hope our patrons will now be so good 
as to discharge their bills. We have 
been at a great expense in publishing 
the Magazine. We cheerfully give the 
Jabour that it costs us to conduct it, 
‘The bills will be presented in the cow ue 


‘of this month. 
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